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Key Messages and Insights 

• There was a 34.5% decline in litter counted in 2017/18. 

• Less litter observed across all site types in 2017/18.  

• The overall lower litter observed was mainly attributed to the drop in cigarette related litter, 

takeaway packaging litter, beverage containers, other general litter and other paper litter. 

• There was also 7.2% decrease in litter volume (excludes illegal dumping) in NT in 2017/18 

compared to 2016/17 

• While the overall fall in the volume of litter was mainly attributed to lower volumes of 

takeaway packaging and beverage containers in the litter stream. 

• Retail and industrial precincts have by the highest litter loads 

• The most significant change in volumetric terms was a decline in litter volume of beverage 

containers at beaches in 2017/18 

 

Survey Specifics 

The national litter index surveys 76 sites across the Northern Territory, with an area surveyed of 
116,172 square metres with primary focus on suburban areas around Darwin and Alice Springs. The 
breakdown is shown in the table below. 
 

 

Litter Counts 

As represented in the following table, the 2017/18 litter monitor counted 34.5% less litter items than 
counted in 2016/17. There was a decrease across all litter categories with the exception of plastic bags 
which experienced a small increase. The overall decrease was mostly driven by decreases in cigarette 
related litter (-30.6%), takeaway packaging litter (-42.0%) and other general litter (-33.7%), other 
paper litter (-35.3%) and beverage containers (-33.5%). 

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Site Types Number Surveyed Area Surveyed (sq m)

Suburban Regional Total
Beaches 5 3 8 4,000
Car Parks 9 2 11 14,680
Major Roads/Highways 8 5 13 43,660
Industrial Precincts 7 2 9 10,800
Recreational Parks 4 3 7 10,550
Residential Streets 11 2 13 18,141
Retail Precincts 5 3 8 5,791
Shopping Centres 6 1 7 8,550
TOTAL 55 21 76 116,172



 

The following chart demonstrates the continuing drop in litter levels in NT from 2014/15, with the 
most notable decline over that time amongst cigarette related litter. The overall proportions of litter 
items amongst different litter categories has however remained similar.  
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Volumetric Impacts 

There was 7.2% decrease in litter volume (excludes illegal dumping) in NT compared to 2016/17 litter 
monitor. The overall decrease was mainly attributed to lower volumes of beverage containers and 
takeaway packaging in the litter stream was evident at highways, residential sites and retail precincts.  
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Littering Location 

The breakdown of the location of the litter in the 2017/18 litter monitor is demonstrated in the 
following chart. Compared to the 2016/17 survey there was less litter recorded across all site types 
with the largest reductions in litter counted at car parks, highways and retail precincts. 
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Beaches and Recreational Swimming Locations 

Litter levels on the NT beaches dropped by 21.2% from 2016/17, however, they were still above the 
number of litter items counted from 2011/12 to 2015/16 mainly due to higher counts of cigarette 
related litter and takeaway packaging. The overall decrease in litter at beaches in 2017/18 was mainly 
attributed to lower counts of cigarette related litter, beverage containers and other general litter from 
2016/17.  

 

Car Parks 

Litter in NT car parks fell by 42.1% in 2017/18 after an increase in 2016/17, the fall was mainly 
attributed to lower counts of takeaway packaging litter, cigarette related litter and other general litter 
from the previous monitor. 
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Major Roads/Highways 

The 2017/18 litter monitor recorded 29.3% less litter on major roads/highways, compared to 2016/17. 
The largest reductions were observed among takeaway packaging, cigarette related litter and other 
paper and other general litter. A downward trend of litter items at major roads/highways is evident in 
the following chart over the last 4 years.   

 

Industrial Precincts 

There was a 28.5% decline in litter items recorded at NT industrial precincts in 2017/18 after an 
increase in 2016/17. The decrease in litter was mainly attributed to lower counts of cigarettes related 
litter and takeaway packaging litter. The following charts indicates a degree of volatility in the litter 
levels observed at NT industrial precinct over the longer term. 
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Recreational Parks 

There was a 32.7% drop in litter items recorded at NT recreational parks in 2017/18 after increases in 
the previous two monitors in 2015/16 and 2016/17. The decrease in litter was also mainly due to lower 
counts of cigarettes related litter and takeaway packaging litter. 

 

 

 Residential Streets 

Litter in residential streets experienced a modest fall of 4.6% in 2017/18. The fall was mainly attributed 
to by lower takeaway packaging and other paper litter items. The lower litter was offset to some 
degree with increases mainly in cigarette related litter and other general litter.   
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Retail Precincts 

There was a substantial drop of 54.5% in litter levels at retail precincts in 2017/18 with less litter 
observed across all litter categories. Cigarette related litter and takeaway litter contributed the largest 
drops to the overall litter at retail precincts. 

 

Shopping Centres 

Litter counts at Northern Territory shopping centres have shown significant year-on-year volatility. In 
the 2017/18 litter monitor, 26.3% less litter was observed with the decrease driven mainly by entirely 
by cigarette litter and other general litter. There were however, increases in beverage containers and 
takeaway packaging litter counts at shopping centres.  
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Normalisation for Area Surveyed 

Litter items per 1,000m² 

As demonstrated in the tables below, when the area surveyed is taken in to account, there was on 
average of 34 litter items per 1000m² across NT sites in 2017/18, down from 52 litter items per 1000m² 
in the 2016/17 monitor. Retail precincts have significantly higher litter loads compared to other sites 
with 93 litter items recorded per 1000m² in the 2017/18, down from 204 litter items per 1000m² in 
2016/17.  

 

Litter volume per 1,000m² (excluding illegal dumping) 

 Similarly, when the area surveyed is taken in to account there was on average of 2.63 litres per 
1000m² of litter across NT sites in 2017/18, down from 2.95 litres per 1000m² in 2016/17. 

A different result emerged in volumetric terms, however, with litter loads greater at industrial sites 
(5.49 litres per 1000m², up from 3.30 litres per 1000m² in 2016/17).   

The most significant change in volumetric terms was a decline in volume of beverage containers at 
beaches in 2017/18. 

 

  



Detailed Litter Count Tables – NT 

 

 

 

 

 



Detailed Litter Volume Tables – NT 

 


